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Mr. Smiley. Let me ask you, finally, Mr.
President—I mentioned earlier that you are
headed to speak to Parliament as soon as we
leave here—as soon as you leave here. I am
told that you may, may, in fact, speak to the
issue of apartheid and America’s complicity
in that certainly for many, many years. How
would you respond to particularly African-
Americans back home who ask of their Presi-
dent, respectfully, how he could address
apartheid in Africa and not address America’s
version of apartheid, the legacy of slavery and
segregation, back at home?

The President. Well, I would say that we
are addressing the legacy of slavery back
home, that this race—we addressed apart-
heid with the Civil War, with the 13th, 14th,
and 15th amendments, later with all the civil
rights legislation. I think it’s plain that there
is a deep determination in America to over-
come the mistakes of our past and the
unjustice we did.

But the race initiative that I set up in
America is focused on the future. I think the
same thing should be done here. While it
is true that the American Government for
many years, in effect, was complicity in the
apartheid in South Africa by the cooperation
with and support of the South African Gov-
ernment, it’s also true that Americans had
a lot to do with ending apartheid here by
the sanctions, the legislation that swept cities
and States across the country that the Con-
gress eventually put forward at the national
level.

So I think Mr. Mandela would say that
Americans of all racial and ethnic back-
grounds had a lot to do with creating the
international climate of opposition to apart-
heid in South Africa.

But what we need to be doing today in
South Africa and in the United States is deal-
ing with the legacy of apartheid here and
slavery and racial discrimination there, inso-
far as it still needs to be stamped out, but
our focus ought to be on the future. The only
way we can liberate people from the prob-
lems of the past is to focus on tomorrow.
And that’s what I’m going to do in my speech
today and what I’m trying to do with the race
initiative back home.

Mr. Smiley. Mr. President, thank you for
your time. It’s nice to see you.

The President. Thank you. It’s really good
to see you.

NOTE: The interview was recorded at approxi-
mately 3 p.m. at the Cape Grace Hotel for later
broadcast on ‘‘BET Tonight.’’ This interview was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on March 26 but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m., March 27. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Address to the Parliament of South
Africa in Cape Town
March 26, 1998

Thank you very much, Premier Molefe, for
that fine introduction. Mr. President, Deputy
President Mbeki, Madam Speaker, Mr.
Chairman of the National Council of Prov-
inces, Members of Parliament, ladies and
gentlemen, I am deeply honored to be the
first American President every to visit South
Africa and even more honored to stand be-
fore this Parliament to address a South Africa
truly free and democratic at last.

Joining my wife and me on this tour of
Africa, and especially here, are many Mem-
bers of our Congress and distinguished mem-
bers of my Cabinet and administration, men
and women who supported the struggle for
a free South Africa, leaders of the American
business community, now awakening to the
promise and potential of South Africa, people
of all different background and beliefs.

Among them, however, are members of
the Congressional Black Caucus and African-
American members of my government. It is
especially important for them to be here be-
cause it was not so long ago in the long span
of human history that their ancestors were
uprooted from this continent and sold into
slavery in the United States. But now they
return to Africa as leaders of the United
States. Today they sit alongside the leaders
of the new South Africa, united in the power-
ful poetry of justice

As I look out at all of you, I see our com-
mon promise. Two centuries ago the courage
and imagination that created the United
States and the principles that are enshrined
in our Constitution inspired men and women
without a voice across the world to believe
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that one day they too could have a govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and for
the people.

Now, the courage and imagination that
created the new South Africa and the prin-
ciples that guide your Constitution inspire all
of us to be animated by the belief that one
day humanity all the world over can at last
be released from the bonds of hatred and
bigotry.

It is tempting for Americans of all back-
grounds, I think, perhaps to see too many
similarities in the stories of our two countries,
because sometimes similarities which appear
to be profound are in fact superficial. And
they can obscure the unique and complex
struggle that South Africa has made to shed
the chains of its past for a brighter tomorrow.

Nonetheless, in important ways, our paths
do converge by a vision of real multiracial
democracy bound together by healing and
hope, renewal and redemption. Therefore I
came here to say simply this: Let us work
with each other; let us learn from each other
to turn the hope we now share into a history
that all of us can be proud of.

Mr. President, for millions upon millions
of Americans, South Africa’s story is em-
bodied by your heroic sacrifice and your
breathtaking walk ‘‘out of the darkness and
into the glorious light.’’ But you are always
the first to say that the real heroes of South
Africa’s transformation are its people, who
first walked away from the past and now
move with determination, patience, and
courage toward a new day and a new millen-
nium.

We rejoice at what you have already ac-
complished. We seek to be your partners and
your true friends in the work that lies
ahead—overcoming the lingering legacy of
apartheid, seizing the promise of your rich
land and your gifted people.

From our own 220-year experience with
democracy we know that real progress re-
quires, in the memorable phrase of Max
Weber, ‘‘the long and slow-boring of hard
boards.’’ We know that democracy is always
a work still in the making, a march toward
what our own Founders called a more per-
fect Union.

You have every reason to be hopeful.
South Africa was reborn, after all, just 4 years

ago. In the short time since, you’ve worked
hard to deepen your democracy, to spread
prosperity, to educate all your people, and
to strengthen the hand of justice. The prom-
ise before you is immense: a people unshack-
led, free to give full expression to their en-
ergy, intellect, and creativity; a nation em-
braced by the world, whose success is impor-
tant to all our futures.

America has a profound and pragmatic
stake in your success; an economic stake be-
cause we, like you, need strong partners to
build prosperity; a strategic stake because of
21st century threats to our common security,
from terrorism, from international crime and
drug trafficking, from the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, from the
spread of deadly disease and the degradation
of our common environment. These perils
do not stop at any nation’s borders. And we
have a moral stake, because in overcoming
your past you offer a powerful example to
people who are torn by their own divisions
in all parts of this Earth. Simply put, America
wants a strong South Africa; America needs
a strong South Africa. And we are deter-
mined to work with you as you build a strong
South Africa.

In the first 4 years of your freedom, it has
been our privilege to support your transition
with aid and assistance. Now, as the new
South Africa emerges, we seek a genuine
partnership based on mutual respect and mu-
tual reward. Like all partners, we cannot
agree on everything. Sometimes our interests
and our views diverge, but that is true even
in family partnerships. [Laughter]

Nonetheless, I am convinced, we agree on
most things and on the important things be-
cause we share the same basic values: a com-
mitment to democracy and to peace, a com-
mitment to open markets, a commitment to
give all our people the tools they need to
succeed in the modern world, a commitment
to make elemental human rights the birth
right of every single child.

Over the past 4 years, we put the building
blocks of our partnership in place, starting
with the binational commission, headed by
Deputy President Mbeki and our Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore. This remarkable effort has
given high-level energy to critical projects,

VerDate 31-MAR-98 08:09 Apr 01, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P13MR4.026 p13mr4



511Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Mar. 26

from energy to education, from business de-
velopment to science and technology, cutting
through redtape, turning good words into
concrete deeds. We are deeply indebted to
you, Mr. Mbeki, for your outstanding leader-
ship, and we thank you for it.

The BNC brings to life what I believe you
call ‘‘Masihlangane,’’ the act of building to-
gether. As we look toward the future, we will
seek to build together new partnerships in
trade and investment through incentives
such as OPEC’s new Africa Opportunity
Fund, already supporting two projects here
in South Africa in transportation and tele-
communications.

We will seek to expand joint efforts to
combat the grave threat of domestic and
international crime through our new FBI and
Customs and Immigration offices here in
South Africa. We will seek to strengthen our
cooperation around the world, for already
South Africa’s leadership in extending the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and creat-
ing an Africa nuclear-free zone have made
all our children’s futures more secure.

I also hope we can build together to meet
the persistent problems and fulfill the re-
markable promise of the African continent.
Yes, Africa remains the world’s greatest de-
velopment challenge, still plagued in places
by poverty, malnutrition, disease, illiteracy,
and unemployment. Yes, terrible conflicts
continue to tear at the heart of the continent,
as I saw yesterday in Rwanda. But from Cape
Town to Kampala, from Dar Es Salaam to
Dakar, democracy is gaining strength; busi-
ness is growing; peace is making progress.
We are seeing what Deputy President Mbeki
has called an African Renaissance.

In coming to Africa, my motive in part was
to help the American people see the new Af-
rica with new eyes and to focus our own ef-
forts on new policies suited to the new re-
ality. It used to be when American policy
makers thought of Africa at all, they would
ask, what can we do for Africa, or whatever
can we do about Africa? Those were the
wrong questions. The right question today is,
what can we do with Africa?

Throughout this trip I’ve been talking
about ideas we want to develop with our Afri-
can partners to benefit all our people: ideas
to improve our children’s education through

training and technology; to ensure that none
of our children are hungry or without good
health care; to build impartial, credible, and
effective justice systems; to strengthen the
foundations of civil society and deepen de-
mocracy; to build strong economics from the
top down and from the grassroots up; to pre-
vent conflict from erupting and to stop it
quickly if it does.

Each of these efforts has a distinct mission,
but all share a common approach—to help
the African people help themselves to be-
come better equipped, not only to dream
their own dreams but at long last, to make
those dreams come true. Yesterday in En-
tebbe we took an important step forward.
There, with leaders from eastern and central
Africa, we pledged to work together to build
a future in which the doors of opportunity
are open to all and countries move from the
margins to the mainstream of the global
economy to strengthen democracy and re-
spect for human rights in all nations, to ban-
ish genocide from the region and this con-
tinent so that every African child can grow
up in safety and peace.

As Africa grows strong, America grows
stronger through prosperous consumers on
this continent and new African products
brought to our markets, through new part-
ners to fight and find solutions to common
problems from the spread of AIDS and ma-
laria to the greenhouse grass that are chang-
ing our climate, and most of all, through the
incalculable benefit of new ideas, new en-
ergy, new passion from the minds and hearts
of the people charting their own future on
this continent. Yes, Africa still needs the
world, but more that ever it is equally true
that the world needs Africa.

Members of Parliament, ladies and gentle-
men, at the dawn of the 21st century we have
a remarkable opportunity to leave behind this
century’s darkest moments while fulfilling its
most brilliant possibilities, not just in South
Africa, nor just in America, but in all the
world. I come to this conviction well aware
of the obstacles that lie in the path. From
Bosnia to the Middle East, from Northern
Ireland to the Great Lakes region of Africa,
we have seen the terrible price people pay
when they insist on fighting and killing and
keeping down their neighbors. For all the
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wonders of the modern world, we are still
bedeviled by notions that our racial, ethnic,
tribal, and religious differences are somehow
more important that our common humanity;
that we can only lift ourselves up if we have
someone to look down on. But then I look
around this hall. There is every conceivable
difference—on the surface—among the
Americans and the South Africans in this
great Hall of Freedom. Different races, dif-
ferent religions, different native tongues, but
underneath, the same hopes, the same
dreams, the same values. We all cherish fam-
ily and faith, work and community, freedom
and responsibility. We all want our children
to grow up in a world where their talents
are matched by their opportunities. And we
all have come to believe that our countries
will be stronger and our futures will be
brighter as we let go of our hatreds and our
fears and as we realize that what we have
in common really does matter far more than
our differences.

The preamble to your Constitution says,
‘‘South Africa belongs to all who live in it,
united in our diversity.’’ In the context of
your own history and the experience of the
world in this century, those simple words are
a bold clarion call to the future, an affirma-
tion of humanity at its best, an assurance that
those who build can triumph over those who
tear down, that, truly, the peacemakers are
blessed, and they shall inherit the Earth.

Thank you, and God bless the new South
Africa.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. in the
Chamber of the House of Assembly. In his re-
marks, he referred to Premier Popo Molefe of
the North West Province; Deputy President
Thabo Mbeki; Frene Ginwala, Speaker of the
House; and Premier Patrick Lekota, Free State
Province, and Chair, National Council of Prov-
inces.

Statement on the Death of
Representative Steven Schiff
March 26, 1998

I was deeply saddened to hear that Con-
gressman Steve Schiff has died after a coura-
geous year-long battle with cancer. Hillary
and I extend our sympathies to his wife,

Marcia, and their two children. Steve’s con-
stituents in the First Congressional District
of New Mexico and people across America
have lost an effective legislator and an honor-
able public servant.

His work on behalf of this Nation will long
be remembered. Our thoughts and prayers
are with his family during this difficult time.

The President’s News Conference
With President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa in Cape Town
March 27, 1998

President Mandela. Thank you, Please sit
down.

President Clinton, a visit by a foreign head
of state to a country is, broadly speaking, one
of the most significant developments in en-
trenched strong political and economic rela-
tions between the countries concerned. Dur-
ing this last 4 years, we have received a
record number of heads of states and heads
of government. They have come from all con-
tinents and practically from every country.
They have come from the industrial nations;
they have come from the developing world.
Some have advanced democratic institutions;
in others, such institutions are just develop-
ing—are only just developing; in others,
there are none at all.

We have received all of them, and we have
welcomed those visitors because that they
have taught us things which we have not
known before. We have democratic coun-
tries, but where poverty of the masses of the
people is rife. We have had countries where
there are no popular institutions at all, but
they are able to look after their people better
than the so-called democratic countries.

I have visited one which is a creditor na-
tion, which has got one of the highest stand-
ards of living in the world, which is tax-free,
which has got one of the best schemes of
subsidy for housing, for medical services, and
where education is free and compulsory. And
yet, the people in that country have no votes;
they have no parliament. And yet they are
looked after better than in so called demo-
cratic countries. We insist that even in those
countries that people must have votes. Even
though they may enjoy all the things which
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